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Preface

All praise is due to Allah, and may peace and blessings be upon
the Messenger of Allah, his family, his Companions, and all
those who befriend and follow him. To proceed:

These are concise lessons in Tawhid, from which the imam of the
mosque may benefit in teaching the worshippers, the teacher in
his school, the head of the household with his family, and the
preacher.

I have arranged them as short lessons so that neither the reader
nor the listener grows weary. I ask the Exalted Lord to make this
work sincere for His noble countenance.

With Allah lies all success.

Abdullah bin Sulaiman Al-Muhnna
Riyadh
14/4/1441 AH.
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Introduction

Before beginning the main subject, I will explain the meaning
of La ilaha illa Allah — this blessed statement with which the
messengers were sent and the books were revealed.

Its meaning is: There is no deity worthy of worship in truth
except Allah.

So, when you bear witness to it, you must necessarily believe
in its meaning: namely, devoting worship sincerely to Allah
alone and disavowing shirk. It has two pillars: negation in the
statement “La ilaha” — “there is no deity,” and affirmation in
the statement “illa Allah” — “except Allah.”

Thus, when you say “La ilaha,” its meaning is that you negate
and do not believe in any deity that is worshipped. However, this
negation is not sufficient until you add to it “illa Allah,” meaning
that you believe in and affirm divinity for Allah 'the Almighty' alone.

This meaning is reflected in Allah's statement:

kg — =2
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[So whoever disbelieves in taghtit and believes in Allah has
indeed grasped the firmest handhold.] [2:256]

e
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We ask Allah to take care of us all through His mercy, and to
guide us to righteous speech and action. Indeed, He is All-

Hearing, Responsive.
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LESSON 1
S

Placing Trust in Allah
(Tawakkul)

Tawakkul (placing one’s trust in Allah) refers to the reliance
of the heart upon Him, the entrusting of all affairs to Him, and
the exclusive seeking of His aid without recourse to any other.
Reliance upon Allah constitutes one of the highest degrees of
Tawhid (affirmation of the Oneness of Allah), and Allah has
made it a condition of true faith. Allah, the Exalted, states:

§ ki X HESS LS

[So upon Allah let the believers rely, if they are indeed
believers.] (Qur'an 10:84)

Placing one’s trust in Allah is also among the defining
characteristics of the believers.

Allah says:

-
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[The true believers are only those whose hearts tremble at
the remembrance of Allah, whose faith increases when His
revelations are recited to them, and who place their trust
in their Lord.] (8:2)

Whoever places his trust in Allah, Allah is sufficient for him—
meaning that Allah alone suffices him, and he stands in need of
none besides Him. Allah says:

& ronillc, 3l e s A Clop

[O Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for the believers
who follow you.] (8:64)

Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, stated: “Meaning,
He is sufficient for him. Whoever has Allah as his Sufficer and
Protector, no enemy can harm him, nor can anything afflict him
except that which is inevitable, such as heat, cold, hunger, and
thirst.”

Placing trust in other than Allah with regard to matters such as
victory, provision, and protection constitutes a major form of
shirk, for these affairs lie beyond the control of any being other
than Allah.

Such practices are observed among those who venerate graves,
seeking protection from enemies and requesting victory over
adversaries. It is reported that during the Tartar invasion of
Damascus, some among them proclaimed:

“O you who fear the Tartars, Seek refuge at the grave of
Abt ‘Umar, Seek refuge at the grave of Aba ‘Umar— It
shall protect you from harm.”
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We seek refuge in Allah from such manifestations of shirk.

Permissible entrustment (tafwid) occurs when a person assigns
a matter within human capacity to another individual. This
constitutes a deliberate delegation of responsibility and is distinct
from the inward reliance that defines Tawakkul.

True reliance upon Allah is not realized except through taking
the means that He has prescribed. The Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him, said: “If you were to rely upon Allah with
the reliance He is due, He would provide for you as He provides
for the birds: they depart in the morning with empty stomachs
and return in the evening full.”™!

In this, he clarified that reliance upon Allah does not negate the
employment of lawful means.

It is reported that some people of Yemen would undertake the
pilgrimage (Hajj) without provisions, claiming complete reliance
upon Allah. When they arrived in Makkah and sought assistance
from others, Allah revealed:

¢ ST DB
[Take provisions for the journey—indeed, the best
provision is righteousness.] (2:197)

A man once asked the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him,
whether he should tie his camel or place his trust in Allah. The
Prophet replied: “Tie it and rely upon Allah.” 2

This statement underscores the necessity of taking the means
while entrusting the outcome to Allah

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (205)
[2] Narrated by al-Tirmidhi (2686)
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LESSON 2
X

Patience in the Face of
Allah’s Decree

From the essential tenets of faith in Allah is steadfastness in the
face of His decrees. Allah, in His perfect wisdom and justice,
has ordained that mankind be tested through commands,
prohibitions, trials, and decreed destinies.

He has commanded His servants to remain patient in the face of
afflictions such as poverty, illness, accidents, and death. Allah,
the Exalted, says:

&l Ziiae 2l Gl
[O believers! Patiently endure.] (3:200)
He also states:
& S Bios 525
[Be patient, O Prophet, for your patience is only with
Allah’s help.] (16:127)
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Allah has promised immense reward for those who are
patient. He says:

=

[Indeed, those who are patient will be given their reward

without measure.] (39:10)

The Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, emphasized the illuminating nature of patience,

stating: “Patience is a light.” 1]

He also said: “No one has been given a gift better and more

comprehensivethanpatience.” !
Patience, as legislated, comprises three categories:
* Patience in obedience to Allah.
* Patience in refraining from disobedience to Allah.
* Patience in enduring the painful decrees of Allah.

Patience in the face of divine decree entails restraining oneself
from lamentation, preserving the tongue from complaint, and
preventing the limbs from engaging in prohibited actions.

When a calamity befalls a person, patience becomes obligatory.
Contentment with the divine decree, while not obligatory, is a

praiseworthy and elevated station within faith.

Contrary to patience are actions such as:

[1] Narrated by Muslim (223)
[2] Narrated by al-Bukhari (1469) and Muslim (1053)

16
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1.  Striking the cheeks, tearing garments, and wailing. The
Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said: “He
is not of us who strikes the cheeks, tears the garments,
and calls with the calls of ignorance.”!!

2. The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, also
said: “Two traits among people are acts of disbelief:
defaming one’s lineage and wailing over the
deceased.”!?

The meaning of niyahah is to wail loudly over the deceased,
mentioning and repeating his qualities. As for weeping without
raising the voice, this is not prohibited.

The Prophet & declared himself free from three types of people:

*  The haliga—the woman who shaves her head out of
grief.

. The saliqa—the one who raises her voice in wailing.

* The shagga—the one who tears her clothes as an
expression of sorrow for the deceased.

His disavowal of these people shows that such actions are among
the major sins.

:Whenabelieverisstruckbyacalamity, heisinstructed tosay

(e e sl geat g @3 05 oL 6 4 Gy

e

(Inna lillahi wa innad ilayhi raji ‘an. Allahumma’jurni fi
musibati wa akhlif Ii khayran minha.)

“Indeed, we belong to Allah, and to Him we will return.

[1] Narrated by al-Bukhari (1294) and Muslim (103)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (121)
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O Allah, grant me reward for my affliction and replace it
with something better.”

It is also recommended to console the bereaved by saying;:
“May Allah make your consolation good, increase your
reward, mend your loss, and forgive your deceased.”

It is from the Sunnah to prepare food for the
family of the deceased, to ease their burden and
support them in their grief. The Prophet & said:
“Prepare food for the family of Ja‘far, for something has
come to them that is occupying them.”!)

Among the innovations (Bid’ah) are setting up tents for
condolences, gathering people there, and preparing food
for those who come to offer condolences.

It is permissible to offer condolences in various places, whether
in the home, the mosque, or the workplace. The family of the
deceased may gather in one location without adopting outward
displays of mourning.

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawood (3132)
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LESSON 3
S

Love in Islam

e Love for Allah

It is a pursuit in which all compete, a goal toward which the
devoted strive, and a station upon which the lovers expend
themselves selflessly. It is the very essence of the Islamic faith,
around which the axis of its perfection revolves. Through it, faith
is completed; and with its deficiency, the perfection of Tawhid is
diminished.

This meaning is reflected in the supplication of the Prophet,
peace and blessings be upon him:

“O Allah, I ask You for Your love, the love of those who
love You, and the love of actions that bring me closer to
Yourlove.”!

Love for Allah is among the loftiest forms of worship. It
necessitates servitude, humility, submission, reverence, complete

[1] Narrated by al-Tirmidhi (3235) and he classified it as: hasan sahih
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obedience, and giving Him precedence over all else.

This form of love, in its fullest sense, is exclusively for Allah.
Directing any portion of it toward other than Him constitutes
shirk.

Allah warns against those who love others as they should
love Him. He says:

%;\‘_?{ Y }’/ /533 JUA‘\’V"UAU’“U

[Still there are some who take others as Allah’s equals—
they love them as they should love Allah.] (2:165)

That is, they equate them with Allah in love and reverence,
devoting to them acts of humility and submission that
are due to Him alone. Hence, when confronted with
punishment, they will confess:

§ 55 5 KsB U@ 15 JE D
[By Allah! We were clearly in manifest error when we

equated you with the Lord of all worlds.] (26:97-98)

True love necessitates giving precedence to what Allah
loves over one’s personal inclinations when the two are in
conflict. Allah says:

}%M)ﬁjjj)g)fjﬁéﬁjbjﬁéﬁ)bg\_)g J&%’
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[Say, O Prophet: “If your parents, children, siblings,
spouses, extended family, the wealth you have acquired,
the trade you fear may decline, and the homes you cherish
are more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger
and striving in His cause, then wait until Allah brings
about His command. Allah does not guide the defiantly
disobedient people.”] (9:24)

Love for Allah further necessitates adherence to the path
of the Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Allah says:

T
s - 5
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[Say: “If you truly love Allah, then follow me; Allah will
love you and forgive your sins. And Allah is All-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.”] (3:31)

Sincere love for Allah entails prioritizing the
love of the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him, above all else—even above oneself. He said:
“None of you truly believes until I am more beloved to
him than his father, his son, and all of mankind.” [

This, in turn, requires giving precedence to his teachings and
guidance over the opinions of others, regardless of their status.

True love also entails loving faith and the believers, while
disavowing disbelief and those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger. Allah says:

[1] Narrated by al-Bukhari (17)
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[You will never find a people who believe in Allah and the
Last Day maintaining affection for those who oppose Allah
and His Messenger, even if they were their fathers, sons,
brothers, or relatives.] (58:22)

At the same time, Islam does not negate natural human
inclinations. The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him,
loved sweetness and honey, and he loved his wives. ‘A’ishah,
may Allah be pleased with her, was especially beloved to him.

Love for parents and children is a natural disposition.
Likewise, love for companions and fellow believers is natural.

Love for food when hungry and drink when thirsty is natural
and does not affect Tawhid.

Love for wealth and one’s homeland is likewise natural, so long
as it does not take precedence over the love of Allah when a
conflict arises.

Among the strongest bonds of faith is to love for the sake of
Allah and to hate for His sake. Those who love one another for
the sake of Allah will be upon illuminated platforms on the Day
of Resurrection.
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LESSON 4
X

Fear in Islam

Fear (khawf) is among the loftiest and most distinguished
ranks in the religion. Allah, the Most Exalted, has highlighted
this quality in His Noble Book when describing the elite among
His creation—namely the angels, the righteous allies, and the
virtuous. He, the Almighty, says:

§ b L odains 2 gpos i &Y
[They fear their Lord above them and do whatever they are
commanded.](16:50)
{5t st s
[And they stand in awe of Him.] (21:28)
§ i g5 5p

[And for he who fears standing before his Lord are two
Gardens.] (55:46)
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[That is for the one who fears standing before Me and fears
My warning.] (14:14)

Fear, in its various forms, may be classified into the
following  categories:

e Fear that constitutes Shirk

This type of fear entails apprehension of harm from beings other
than Allah —such as fear of illness, poverty, or death—based on
the belief that they independently possess power and will. This
is akin to the fear held by the polytheists toward their deities.

In contemporary contexts, this may be observed among those
who venerate graves, attributing to the deceased powers that
belong solely to Allah. They seek nearness through supplication,
sacrifice, and vows, fearing them and hoping for their aid.

It is noted that if such individuals are asked to swear by Allah,
they may do so falsely without hesitation. However, if they
are asked to swear by one of those deceased individuals, they
refrain—indicating that, in their hearts, fear of the created
surpasses fear of the Creator, despite the fact that the deceased
has turned to dust. We seek refuge in Allah from such deviation.

This form of fear constitutes major shirk and expels a person
from Islam. May Allah grant protection.

e Natural Fear

This includes fear of enemies, predators, or other forms of
tangible harm. Such fear is inherent and not blameworthy. Allah
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mentions this in the account of Musa (peace be upon him):

—
P

T
[So he left it, fearful and vigilant.] (28:21)
Fear Leading to the Abandonment of Religious Duties

This refers to refraining from fulfilling Allah’s commands or
neglecting acts of obedience due to fear of people. Such fear is
prohibited.

Allah, the Exalted, says:
8 Inaba oS o) 0965 RS 6 LTl B LA ST
[That is only Satan who frightens you of his allies. So do

not fear them; rather, fear Me, if you are truly believers.]
(3:175)

That is, Satan instills fear by suggesting that his allies possess
the power to harm or withhold provision, thereby deterring one
from obedience.

* Fear of Allah’s Warning and Threat

This is the praiseworthy fear that Allah has commended in
His Book:

L NCR A B e).&;%

[That is for the one who fears standing before Me and fears
My warning.] (14:14)

§ S s B E
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[And for he who fears standing before his Lord are two
Gardens.] (55:46)

This form of fear is among the highest degrees of faith. It acts as
a restraint from sin and is inseparably paired with hope (raja’).
Both fear and hope are essential; a servant does not draw near to
Allah except through them. Fear deters from disobedience, while
hope encourages obedience.

Anything beyond this balanced state is blameworthy.

We ask Allah to grant us success. Peace and blessings be upon
our Prophet Muhammad.
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LESSON 5
S

Magic (sorcery) in Islam

Sorcery is considered one of the actions that can cancel a person’s
Islamic faith, because a sorcerer can only practice magic by
rejecting belief in Allah, the Most High.

Allah, the Almighty, says:

Oéﬁ‘.j u—-'u \_)}/}cj:zés L)%:j/}/ #\A)%’

[Never did Solomon disbelieve; rather, the devils
disbelieved. They taught magic to the people.] (2:102)

Sorcery is also among the actions found among the Jews.
Allah, the Most High, mentions them:

GoAlll el o i
“They believe in the jibt and the Taghut.” (2:105)

Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) explained: “Al-jibt
refers to sorcery, and at-taghut refers to the devil.”

Sorcery includes spells, special words, and amulets.
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These can affect both the heart and the body, causing illness and
creating problems between people.

“ And whoever deals with sorcery, for him there is no share
in the Hereafter,” as Allah says:

§ 35 5e7s¥1 6 AL Sz E5p
[Although they already knew that whoever buys into
magic would have no share in the Hereafter.] (2:102)

This means such a person will have no portion of Allah’s
mercy.

The Prophet & warned: “Avoid the seven destructive
sins...” "l and among them, he mentioned sorcery. The
word “al-mubiqat” in this hadith means things that lead
to destruction.

Sorcerers are disbelievers and wrongdoers. They only gain their
magic after accepting disbelief and shirk. The devils order them
to disbelieve so that they become sorcerers and serve them. This
can include bowing down to devils, disrespecting the Qur’an
by throwing it in dirty places, or writing it with blood and
impurities —may Allah fight them — doing filthy and evil acts to
get closer to the devils in their service.

Because of this, the ruling in Islam for sorcerers is
execution. Itis narrated by Jundub that the Prophet & said:
“The punishment for the sorcerer is to strike him with the
sword.”?

It is not allowed for a Muslim to seek treatment from sorcerers,

[1] Narrated by Albukhari (2615)
[2] Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (1460)

28
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fortune-tellers, or magicians, even if the sorcerer claims to be a
religious scholar, as some Sufi scholars falsely do.

The Prophet Muhammad & said: “Whoever visits a
fortune-teller and asks him about something, his prayers
will not be accepted for forty days.”

He also said: “Whoever visits a soothsayer and believes
in what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed to
Muhammad #.”

Those who read palms, cups, sand, or interpret stars and
constellations are all considered fortune-tellers who claim to
know the unseen.

Going to them —whether in person, over the phone, or through
television—is strictly forbidden, as mentioned in the earlier
hadiths. Knowledge of the unseen belongs only to Allah, and it
is one of His special qualities (Rububiyyah).

Allah says in the Qur’an:

(Gl
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[Say, “None in the heavens and the earth has knowledge of
the unseen except Allah.”] (27:65)

>

Even Prophet Muhammad & did not know the unseen
during his life, as Allah says:

58 230 5505 &5 N S B3y
[If I had known the unseen, I would have gained much
good, and no harm would have touched me.] (7:188)

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawood
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A Muslim should protect himself by regularly reading the
prescribed supplications and following religious practices so
that Allah protects him from the harm of sorcerers. This includes
Ayat al-Kursi and Surah Al-Bagarah.

Itis also good for a Muslim to keep books of supplications at
home and memorize as many as possible. Some important
books are:

e  Al-Adhkar by Al-Nawawi

*  Al-Wabil Al-Sayyib by Ibn Al-Qayyim

e  Tuhfah Al-Akhyar by Sheikh Ibn Baz

*  Hisn al-Muslim by Sheikh Saeed bin Wahf Al-Qahtani

Mothers should not neglect teaching their children morning
and evening supplications. When a child begins to speak, they
should be taught these supplications, Ayat al-Kursi, and to take
the name of Allah in every situation.

We ask Allah to protect us from the evil of wrongdoers and the
tricks of the wicked.
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LESSON 6
S

The Islamic Ruling on
Al-Nushra

e What is Al-Nushra?

Al-Nushra means removing the effect of magic from a
person. It is of two types:

1-Removing magic by using another magic spell.

2-Treating it through Ruqyah (Qur’an recitation) and
permissible  supplications.

* First Type (Using Magic to Remove Magic)

This typeis notallowed, becauseitinvolves evil actions connected
todevils.

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that when
the Prophet & was asked about Al-Nushra, he said: “It is
anactof Satan.”

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (14135) and Abu Dawood (3868)
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This refers to a known practice from the time of ignorance,
where people used magic to remove magic. Since it is connected
to devils, it is forbidden.

Magic can usually only be undone by the magician who did
it. But going to magicians and asking for their help is strictly
forbidden.

The Prophet & said: “Whoever approaches a sorcerer
and believes in what he says has disbelieved in what was

revealed to Muhammad.”™
A magician only removes magic by dealing with devils, so
asking for their help leads to disbelief.
*  Second Type (Ruqyah and Permissible Supplications)
*  This type is allowed. It includes:
*  Reciting the Qur’an
e Calling upon Allah
Using supplications taught by the Prophet &
The Prophet & said: “Present your incantations to me; there

is no harm in incantations as long as they do not involve

any actof polytheism.” ©?
* Effective Ways to Remove Magic
1-Reciting Surah Al-Bagarah

The Prophet & said that reciting Surah Al-Baqarah brings
blessings, and leaving it brings regret, and magicians

cannot stand against it. I

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawood (3904)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (64/ 2200)
[3] Narrated by Muslim (252/804)
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2-Reciting Ayat al-Kursi and the last two verses of Surah
Al-Bagarah

3-Doing Ruqyah with Qur’anic verses and protective duas.
Jibreel (peace be upon him) performed Ruqyah on the
Prophet & using the Mu’awwidhat (protective Surahs).

4-Trying to find and remove the source of magic
5-Asking Allah for help

The Prophet & kept making dua until Allah informed him
about the magic. Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her)
said: “One day or night, while he was with me, he kept
praying and making dua. Then he said, ‘O Aisha, I feel that
Allah has informed me about what I asked Him."” !

Things That Protect a Person from Magic

Reciting the Qur’an, especially Surah Al-Baqarah

Reading morning and evening supplications

* Eating seven dates in the morning (preferably Ajwa)

Saying this dua 100 times morning and evening:

“La ilaha illallah wahdahu la sharika lah, lahul mulk wa
lahul hamd, wahuwa “ala kulli shay’in qadir.”

[1] Narrated by Albukhari (5763) and Muslim 43/3189)
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* Signs of a Sorcerer

Below are the differences between a sorcerer and someone doing

proper Ruqyah:
* He shows sinful behavior and bad character
* He appears unclean in body, clothes, or place
* He asks for personal items like clothes or belongings

* He tells the person to sacrifice an animal in a strange
way without saying “Bismillah,” often at odd times

e He recites words that cannot be understood, calls on
devils, or writes strange symbols mixed with Qur’anic
verses to mislead people

Believers should stay away from such people and always seek
protection from Allah.

For further insight, refer to the book “Zad al-Ma’ad” by Ibn al-
Qayyim, specifically the Lesson on the Prophet’'s guidance in
treating sorcery. Also, “Al-Sarem Al-Battar” by Sheikh Waheed
Abdul Salam Bali.
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LESSON 7
S

Intercession

In earlier times, the polytheists fell into polytheism by seeking
intercession, as Allah says:
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[They worship besides Allah others who can neither harm
nor benefit them, and say, “These are our intercessors with
Allah.”] (10:18)

However, Allah Almighty, while rejecting this belief and leaving
the polytheists without any excuse, made it clear that this is an
act of Shirk. He declared Himself free from such practices and
explained that there is no protector, helper, or intercessor for any
person besides Allah.

Allah does not need any middleman or helper to fulfill the needs
of His creation. No matter how many languages people speak
or how many voices there are, Allah fully knows all their needs.
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Allah, the Most High, has set two conditions for intercession,
and these conditions cannot be fulfilled in this world:

* Permission for the intercessor to intercede
* Approval of the person for whom intercession is made
Allah says:
495 A 850 2 F s\ Bady gyuj%
[On that Day no intercession will be of any benefit, except

for those whom the Most Compassionate allows and whose
words He approves.] (20:109)

Because of this, seeking intercession or blessings by calling upon
righteous people or saints, asking them for help, or praying to
them is exactly like what the earlier polytheists used to do.

In the same way, in the present time, asking the Prophet &
directly for intercession is also incorrect and baseless, because
the conditions of intercession are not fulfilled in such a request.

Allah has not given permission to the Prophet & to intercede in
this way now, because he has passed away and revelation has
ended.

Also, the person asking for intercession has not gained
Allah’s approval, because he is calling upon someone other
than Allah, which is Shirk. And Allah does not approve of
Shirk.

Allah says:

=
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[He does not approve disbelief for His servants.] (39:7)
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So whoever calls upon the Prophet %, his family members, or
any righteous person for intercession is doing something similar
to what the early polytheists used to do, which is Shirk. Such
intercession is invalid.

Satan has misled many people by making them think they must
use intermediaries to reach Allah, even though Allah Himself
has said:

# 5 cail G e Jish
[Your Lord has said, “Call upon Me, I will respond to
you.”] (40:60)

If someone wants the intercession of Prophet Muhammad
E, they should ask Allah for it, not the Prophet directly.
Intercession belongs only to Allah, as He says:

4 Cradlis By
[Say, “All intercession belongs to Allah alone.”] (39:44)

So a person should say:

“O Allah, grant me the intercession of Muhammad ’%," or”“O
Allah, allow Prophet Muhammad & to intercede for me.”

“O Allah, Lord of this perfect call...”

This intercession will take place on the Day of Judgment.
Some of the ways to receive it are:

Being sincere in worshiping Allah alone and not
associating anything with Him:

Abu Hurairah said: “O Messenger of Allah,
who will be the happiest person to receive
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your intercession on the Day of Judgment?”
The Messenger of Allah & said: “1 thought, O Abu
Hurairah, that no one would ask me about this hadith
before you, because of your eagerness to learn. The happiest
person who will receive my intercession on the Day of
Judgment is the one who says ‘La ilaha illallah” (there is
no god but Allah) sincerely from his heart or his soul.” "

Following the call of the Adhan, then sending blessings
upon the Prophet (peace be upon him), and then saying;:
“O Allah, Lord of this perfect call...” Jabir ibn Abdullah
reported that the Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever
says when he hears the call to prayer:

dleally Dogh 132 oT asd LA alEl 5523 .56 S 4o
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(Allahumma rabba hadhihi ad-da‘wati at-tammati,
was-salati al-qa’imah, ati Muhammadan al-wasilata
wal-fadilah, wab‘ath-hu maqaman mahmidan alladhi
wa’adtah.)

“O Allah, Lord of this perfect call and the established
prayer, grant Muhammad the highest rank (Al-Wasilah)
and honor, and raise him to the praised station which You
have promised him,” my intercession will be allowed for
him on the Day of Judgment.” 12

We ask Allah to guide everyone.

[1] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (99)
[2] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (589)
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LESSON 8
X

Wearing rings, threads, and
bracelets to be protected
from illness or the evil eye

Some people tie threads on their hands or wear them around
their necks. Others hang a “blue eye” in their cars to protect from
the evil eye.

Some hang a shoe, and others put pictures of scorpions or turtles
on their doors, thinking these will keep away jinn or protect from
harm.

Young people sometimes wear bracelets, believing they give
energy and strength.

All of this shows weak faith and weak trust in Allah. These
actions are not allowed, and we ask Allah to protect us from
them.

Can a sensible person really believe that these things protect
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from the evil eye or give energy?

These are just old customs that people follow without proof.
They should be left.

Allah says:

— 5 >
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[Say, “Think about what you call upon besides Allah: if
Allah wants to harm me, can they remove that harm?”]
(39:38)

Those who think these things protect them are actually relying
on things that have no power to benefit or harm. This is clear
misguidance.

Imran bin Husain # reported that the Prophet & saw a
man wearing a brass ring. He asked, “What is this?” The
man said, “It is for protection from weakness (Wahina).”
The Prophet & said, “Remove it, because it will only
increase your weakness. If you die while wearing it, you
will not succeed.”

This man was wearing a metal ring, thinking it would cure his
illness.

The Prophet & told him to remove it and warned him that it
would not benefit him. This shows that such actions are not
allowed.

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (20000) and Ibn Majah (3531)
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* Is hanging or wearing these things Shirk?
Yes:

* If a person believes these things themselves have power
to benefit or prevent harm, then this is major Shirk, which
takes a person out of Islam.

o If a person does not believe that, but still thinks they
help in some way, then it is still a minor sin.




The Correct Understanding of Tawhid | LESSON 9

LESSON 9
X

Hanging Talismans
and Amulets

Talismans are of two types:
e Those made from the Quran
e Those not from the Quran

The Prophet & said: “Incantations, talismans, and charms
are forms of Shirk.”

These are items made by magicians or others who claim they
protect from the evil eye.

If these items contain words of Shirk or calls to other than Allah,
then they are clearly forbidden. Wearing them is Shirk, and we
seek Allah’s protection from that.

Even if they only contain verses of the Quran, they are still not
allowed. This is because of the general meaning of the hadith
mentioned above, and also because they may be disrespected.

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (3615) and Abu Dawood (5208)
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For example, they might fall on the ground, or be taken into
impure places while having Allah’s words written on them.

This matter is more serious with children. A child does not
understand what is inside these items and may start believing
that protection comes from these pieces of cloth or leather.

It is reported from Abdullah bin Ukaim #: “Whoever
hangs something will be left to it.”!!

This means that whoever depends on such things, Allah will
leave him to what he depends on.

In a sahih hadith, Abu Bashir Al-Ansari 2 said that he was
with the Prophet & on a journey. The Prophet & sent a
message: “No necklace made of string should remain on a
camel’s neck except that it is cut off.”?!

This shows that hanging things (even on animals) to protect from
the evil eye is not allowed. One should rely only on Allah.

e What should be done instead?

The correct way is to seek protection through authentic
supplications, such as:

* Ayatal-Kursi

* Surah Al-Bagarah
For more benefit, refer to these books:
(1) Al-Adhkar by Imam Al-Nawawi (RH)

(2) Al-Wabil Al-Sayyib by Ibn Al-Qayyim (RH)

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (18781) and Tirmidhi (2072)
[2] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3005) and Muslim (2115)
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(3) Tuhfah Al-Akhyar by Shaykh Ibn Baz (RH)

(4) Hisn Al-Muslim by Shaykh Saeed bin Wahf Al-Qahtani
(RH)

As for the book Dalail Al-Khayrat by Jazuli, it is better to avoid it
due to mistakes and innovations in it.

The mother should not forget to teach her children the morning
and evening adhkar. She should also teach the child to memorize
the Mu ‘awwidhat and Ayat al-Kursi, and help him understand
them.

We ask Allah to protect us from the evil of the wicked and the
tricks of the immoral. Amin.
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LESSON 10
S

Seeking Refuge in Other
Than Allah

Seeking refuge means turning to someone for protection
and safety.

Its meaning: To run away from something you fear and go to the
One who can protect you from it. Seeking refuge in Allah means
turning to your Lord for protection from harm. This shows that
seeking refuge in Allah is an act of worship.

Allah says:
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[If Satan whispers to you, then seek refuge in Allah. He is
the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.] (41:36)

Allah also says:

LEREIEF N

[Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of the daybreak.] (113:1)
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If Allah is our Lord and Master, then in times of difficulty, there
is no refuge except with Him. No one else can truly protect.

So Allah commands us to turn to Him in hardship, especially in
matters beyond our control.

Allah says:
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[Say: My Lord, I seek refuge in You from the whispers of
the devils. And I seek refuge in You, my Lord, that they

even come near me.] (23:97-98)

Among the old practices of the polytheists was seeking
refuge in jinn. Allah mentioned this:
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[Some people used to seek refuge in jinn, and it only
increased them in wrongdoing.] (72:6)

Mujahid (RH) said that when people entered a valley, they
would say: “We seek protection from the leader of the
jinn of this place.” This only made them more weak and
increased the disbelievers in wrongdoing.

The Prophet & taught that when entering a place, one
should say:

(35 Lo o Lol bl s LSS 3 5D
(A'tidhu bi kalimatillahi at-tammati min sharri ma khalaq)

“I seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the evil of
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whatHehascreated.”

The scholars agree that seeking refuge in other than Allah is not
allowed.

Seeking refuge in Allah and His words is worship and shows true
belief in His Oneness. So, seeking refuge in anyone or anything
else—like jinn, dead people, or unseen forces—in matters only
Allah controls is Shirk.

In the time before Islam, people would seek protection from
saints. They believed these saints could protect them or harm
others for them. This false belief was strong in their hearts.

Even after the Prophet &, some people continued such
ideas. For example, a poet (Al-Busiri) said:

“O most honorable of creation! In times of hardship, who
else can I turn to besides you?”

This wrongly limits seeking refuge to someone other than Allah,
while true refuge belongs only to Allah. Only Allah controls
benefit and harm.

Allah says about the Prophet &:

A U AT
[Say: I do not have power to benefit or harm myself except

as Allah wills.] (7:188)

If the Prophet & could not control benefit or harm for

himself, then he cannot do so for others —especially after
his death.

[1] Narrated by Muslim (2080)
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The same poet also said:

“If he does not take my hand in hardship, then I will be
ruined.”

This shows turning away from Allah and relying on a creation
instead of the Creator, which is wrong.

Compare this with the words of Prophet Nuh (AS):
§ Syl i d iy

[If You do not forgive me and have mercy on me, I will be
among the losers.] (11:47)

We ask Allah to protect us from associating partners with Him.
Allah says about the Day of Judgment:
& B3a5V5 0GR L g s

[On that Day, no soul will benefit another. All command
will belong to Allah.] (82:19)

So what can anyone else do for others on that Day? Everything
belongs to Allah alone.

e Conclusion:

Seeking refuge in Allah is Tawheed and sincerity.
Seeking refuge in others—in matters only Allah controls, like
jinn, the dead, or unseen things —is major Shirk. We ask Allah
to guide us all.
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LESSON 11
X
Invoking Other Than Allah

Supplication (Dua) is among the greatest acts of worship,
as the Prophet Muhammad & said: “Supplication is
worship.”!

Dua (supplication/Invocation) can be categorized into two types:

Worship-based Dua: This refers to any form of worship offered
only for Allah, such as prayer (Salah), sacrifice (Zabiha), vows
and dedications (Nazr o Niyaz), fasting, and pilgrimage (Hajj).
In this type of worship, even if there is no direct invocation, the
worshipper, through these actions, is asking Allah for entry into
Paradise and protection from Hell.

Need-based Dua:This type of dua involves asking for specific
needs or benefits, such as seeking help or removal of harm. The
person wants benefit from the act of supplication.

Allah says:

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawood (1479) and At-Tirmidhi (3528)
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[Call upon your Lord humbly and secretly. Surely He does
not like the transgressors.] 7:55

§MEE TP
[Calling upon Him "alone” is the truth.] 13:14

Allah says in Hadith Al-Qudsi: “Whosoever calls upon
Me; I respond to him.”

Sincerity is essential in supplication, as Allah instructs:
& A sl AT EsEe
[So call upon Allah with sincere devotion] 40:14

Sincerity in supplication means calling upon Allah alone
and not associating anyone with Him. Allah warns against
invoking others beside Him, saying;:
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[The places of worship are "only” for Allah, so do not
invoke anyone besides Him] 72:18

%U\AUA ;\:\9;&50\3 }}/ j:ﬁfnﬁﬁ}bm QJJJ&\D))%

[Do not invoke, instead of Allah, what can neither benefit
nor harm you — for if you do, then you will certainly be one
of the wrongdoers] 10:106
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[But those "idols™ you invoke besides Him do not possess
even the skin of a date stone.] 35:13

[1] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1094)
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[If you call upon them, they cannot hear your calls. And
if they were to hear, they could not respond to you. On

the Day of Judgment they will disown your worship "of
them’.] 35:14

Preventing oneself from supplicating to anyone other than
Allah is emphasized in many verses of the Quran. In the
pre-Islamic time of ignorance, people used to call upon the
prophets and righteous people, seeking closeness to Allah.
Regarding this, Allah said:

<573 X - 557 A
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[They worship besides Allah others who can neither harm

nor benefit them, and say, “These are our intercessors with
Allah.”]10:18

The act of supplication by saying the following phrases is
invoking others besides Allah:

o Ya Rasulullah, help me!

o Ya Hussain, help!

o Ya Hasafi, help!

o Ya Eidros, through Allah, assist me!

* O Ahl-e-Bait, protect us and pay attention to us! Ya
Hussain, cast your gaze upon us!

J O Sheikh Abdul Qadir, help me, grant me victory, or
be my guardian!
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This is considered a major form of polytheism (Shirk), and
forgiveness is only possible through sincere repentance.

If someone dies while continuing this and believes it is
worship, then he will be in Hell forever. It is necessary for
such people to understand the seriousness of this and turn
back to Allah with true repentance.

Allah says:
§ 3 sl TSl e Sl B ALy B 2 80

[Whoever associates others with Allah "in worship™ will
surely be forbidden Paradise by Allah. Their home will be
the Fire.] 5:72

4 on TRV
[Indeed, Allah does not forgive associating others with
Him "in worship’] 4:48

A person may say this is just a way of getting closer to Allah
through righteous people. In reality, such a person does not
understand the spirit of Shariah or even the basic meaning of the
Arabic language. Tawassul means to take a means that brings
you closer to Allah. But when someone calls upon others besides
Allah, he is asking them directly for something that only Allah
can give, and this is Shirk.

Protecting oneself from this type of Shirk is a great virtue. It
saves a person from associating partners with Allah and frees
him from following those who misguide others and take their
wealth wrongly. We ask Allah to guide all people.
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LESSON 12
X

Transforming Graves into
Places of Worship

The Prophet & prohibited turning graves into mosques,
and there are many evidences for this, including:

Anarration from Aisha > that Umm Salama & mentioned
to the Messenger of Allah & a church she saw in the land
of Abyssinia that contained images. The Prophet & said,
“Whenever a righteous man or a devout worshiper among
them died, they would build a mosque over his grave and

make those images in it. They are the worst of creatures
before Allah.”"

This shows that building mosques over the graves of the
righteous is an action of the Christians, not the Muslims.
The Prophet & made it clear that those who do this are among
the worst of people in the sight of Allah.

Ibn al-Qayyim (RH) said: “They combined two trials: the

[1] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (434) and Muslim (528)
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trial of graves and the trial of statues.”!!

In a sahih hadith narrated by Aisha %, she said that when
the Angel of Death came to the Prophet %, he covered his
face with a cloth. When he removed it, he said: “May Allah
curse the Jews and Christians who took the graves of their
prophets as places of worship.” He warned against what
they did. If not for that, his grave would have been made
open, but he feared it might be taken as a place of worship.?

The Prophet & warned about this even at the time of his death,
showing how serious this matter is and how much he feared for
his Ummah.

The hadith clearly shows that those who do this are cursed, like
the Jews and Christians. So why do some Muslims ignore such
clear teachings?

Imam Muslim reported from Jundub ibn Abdullah & that
he said: “I heard the Prophet & five days before his death
saying: Beware! Those before you used to take the graves
of their prophets as places of worship. Do not take graves
as places of worship. I forbid you from this.”!

Imam Ahmad reported with a good chain from Ibn Masood
# that the Prophet & said: “ Among the worst of people are
those who will be alive when the Day of Judgment comes,
and those who take gravesas mosques.”*!

[1] Ighathat al-Lahfan fi Masayid ash-Shaytan (1/333)
[2] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (435) and Muslim (531)

[3] Narrated by Muslim (532)
[4] Narrated by Ahmad (3844)
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Turning graves into places of worship, which is a major sin and
a means to shirk, is of two types:

Building mosques over graves and praying in them, out of
respect for the dead.

Praying at graves, even if there is no mosque built there.

All these actions can lead to associating the dead with Allah, as
seen in some places. People go with humility, face the grave,
and pray two rak’ahs. Some go around the grave like the Kaaba.
Some kiss the grave or its covering and seek blessings. Some
recite Surah Al-Fatiha for the dead, which is a bid‘ah.

Scholars from different schools agree that building structures
over graves is not allowed. It is necessary to remove such
constructions, including mosques and domes built over graves.

The prohibition of taking graves as places of worship also means
it is not allowed to pray there. It also includes building domes or
any structures over graves.

We ask Allah to guide everyone.
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LESSON 13
X

The Reality of
Eid Milad in Islam

Eid Milad (birth anniversary) in Islam refers to gatherings,
meetings, arrangements, and feasts held to celebrate the
birthdays of prophets, saints, and righteous people. The aim of
these gatherings is to honor them, show love, and seek blessings
from the time and place of their birth. Other intentions are also
included in such events.

The celebration of Milad can be of two types: time-based or
place-based.

Time-based (Al-Zamani) means celebrating the birth of the
Prophet or a saint at a specific time.

Place-based (Al-Makani) means celebrating at their grave or
surrounding areas by visiting and performing Milad practices
followed by people.

Every form of Milad celebration is an innovation in Islam,
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because the Prophet & did not celebrate his own birth, and
the noble companions did not celebrate it after his passing.
Abu Bakr 2, Umar «, Uthman 2, and Ali +& also did not

celebrate their own birthdays.

The companions were very eager to do good deeds. Their not
celebrating the Prophet’s birth shows that this is not part of Islam.

Imam Malik bin Anas (RH) said: “Any practice that was
not part of the religion in the time of the Prophet & cannot
become part of the religion today.”

Allah says:

FenfickelzTy
[Today I have perfected your religion for you] (5:3)

The first to introduce Eid Milad were the Fatimid Shi’a rulers
in Egypt in the fourth century. Before that, Milad celebrations
were not known—neither for the Prophet & nor for saints and
righteous people. So which will you follow: the way of the
Fatimids or the way of the best of Messengers?

That is why you do not find any mention of the Prophet’s
birthday in the statements of the four Imams, because it was not
known in their time.

The Prophet & said: “Do not turn your homes into graves, and
do not make my grave a place of celebration. Send blessings
upon me, for your blessings reach me wherever you are.”"

If the Prophet & himself forbade making his grave a place of
celebration, then what about celebrating Milad for others like

[1] Narrated Abu Dawood with a Good Chain (Isnad Hasan) (2042)
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Hussain, Badawi, Burai, Aidarus, Shadhili, Sheikh Abdul Qadir
Jilani, and others?

These celebrations often include acts of shirk, innovations,
dancing, mixing of men and women, and other wrong practices
that are clearly seen.

If celebrating for the Prophet # is not allowed, then for others it
is even more clearly not allowed.

One of the harms of Milad is that it becomes a festival. But in
Islam, there are only two festivals: Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha.

Milad becomes both a time-based and place-based festival.

No one has the right to fix a time or place and make it a
religious festival. This right belongs only to Allah. Allah says:
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[Your Lord creates and chooses whatever He wills] (28:68)

Allah is the One who created times and places, and He alone
chooses some over others.

Whoever says Milad is a good innovation has gone away from
the truth and fallen into a clear mistake. Looking at the practices
in Milad shows that it is not a good innovation, but a bad and
false one.

The Prophet & used to say in his Friday sermon: “Every
innovation is misguidance.”")

These words are general and include every innovation.

So be careful, O Muslim, about attending Milad gatherings. They

[1] Narrated by Muslim (43/867)
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are false and not part of the religion.

True love for the Prophet & and the righteous people is shown
by following their Sunnah and staying away from innovations
We ask Allah to guide everyone.
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LESSON 14
X

Showing Off is a
Form of Shirk

Showing off (Riyaa) is when a person does a good deed so that
people can see it and praise him. The word comes from “Ruyah”
(to be seen), because such a person wants to be noticed by others.

This action is strongly condemned and is one of the signs
of the hypocrites. Allah says:

"”}\f/’/i’a - 2 T}/,./’ﬁg
RIS Y-\ %M\u\%

4 S 5555 05

[Surely the hypocrites try to deceive Allah, but He
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overpowers them. When they stand for prayer, they stand
lazily, showing off to people and remembering Allah only
a little.] (4:142)

A person must make their intention (niyyah) only for
Allah. Otherwise, their deeds will not be accepted, even if
they are many. Allah says:
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[Whoever hopes to meet his Lord should do good deeds
and not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord.]
(18:110)

In a hadith, Abu Sa’id “© reported that the Prophet &
said: “Shall I not tell you what I fear for you more than the
Dajjal?” They said, “Yes.” He said, “Hidden shirk: when a
person stands to pray and makes his prayer better because
people are watching him.”!

Showing off is more feared for the righteous than the Dajjal
because it is hidden, very attractive, and hard to fight. When
Shaytan cannot stop a person from doing good deeds, he tries to
spoil those deeds by making them insincere.

In a Hadith Qudsi, Allah says: “I am the One who is
most free of needing partners. Whoever does an action for
someone else along with Me, I leave him and his shirk.”

If a Muslim does a good deed sincerely for Allah, and then
thoughts of showing off come, but he fights them, he will be
rewarded for resisting Shaytan. But if he continues with showing
off, the deed becomes invalid and he earns sin.

The one who shows off has a weak heart. How can he seek the
pleasure of people who cannot reward or punish him? A show-
off is like a traveler who fills his bag with sand —it becomes
heavy but useless.

As it is said in the Arabic Poetry: “The garment of showing

[1] Narrated by Ibn Majah (4204)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (46/2985)
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off exposes what is hidden beneath it. Even if you try to
cover yourself with it, you are exposed.”

Showing off is a minor shirk when it is small. But if it becomes
strong and a person directs his deeds to others besides Allah, it
can lead to major shirk.

We ask Allah for safety and protection.
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LESSON 15
S

Attributing the blessings
to other than Allah is a
form of Shirk

Allah, the Exalted, is the Source of all visible and hidden
blessings given to His creation, as He says:

[Whatever blessings you have are from Allah.] 16:53

§ LB ity
[And He has bestowed His favors upon you, both seen and
unseen.] 31:20

So it is necessary for a person to recognize these blessings, thank
Allah for them, and attribute them to Him alone, the One who
gave them.

Allah says:
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[They recognize Allah’s favors, but then deny them.] 16:83

Mujahid (RH) explained this by saying it is like a
person saying, “This wealth is mine, inherited from my
forefathers.” Meaning, he accepts the blessing but forgets
the One who gave it.

Awn ibn Abdullah (RH) said: “They say: ‘If it were not for
so-and-so, this would not have happened.”” Attributing
blessings to others while forgetting Allah is denial and
ingratitude.

Allah, the Most High, warns:

[So do not knowingly set up equals with Allah.] 2:22

Ibn Abbas & said that statements like, “If this dog was not
there, thieves would have entered,” or “If it were not for
Allah and so-and-so, I would have drowned,” —adding

“so-and-so” in this way —is a form of associating partners
with Allah.

Ibn Uthaymeen (RH) said: “Do not say, ‘If it were not for
Allah and so-and-so, I would have drowned.” This is not
allowed, because it makes the creation equal to the Creator,
and this is a type of shirk.”

Attributing blessings to a creation along with Allah is a form
of shirk. However, this type is of minor shirk and related to
wording.
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If someone says, “If it were not for Allah alone, I would
have drowned,” this is complete Tawheed.

But if someone says, “If it were not for Allah, then so-and-
so,” this is allowed, because “then” shows order —first
Allah, then the means.

So, itisimportant to respect Allah when speaking about blessings.

If someone asks, “How did you pass your exam?” say:
“This is by the favor of Allah.” If you want, you can add:
“By the favor of Allah, then through my effort.”

If you recover from illness, do not say it was only because
of a doctor. Say: “This is by the grace of Allah.” If needed,
say: “By the grace of Allah, then through the doctor.”

If you are saved from an accident, do not say it was only
your driving skill. Say: “Allah saved me.”

Always remember: every cause and result is created by Allah.
Everything happens by His mercy and kindness.
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LESSON 16
X

Swearing by Other
than Allah

Understand, O fellow Muslim:

The realization of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) is complete only
when a person avoids every form of shirk, whether small or
big—even in words—by staying away from meanings that are
not allowed.

One example of this is swearing by other than Allah, the Most
Exalted. Swearing means to confirm something by taking the
name of something respected between the one who swears and
the one to whom the oath is made. But nothing is more deserving
of respect than Allah, the Almighty.

4§ 5415 225000 A gy
[So do not knowingly set up equals with Allah.] 2:22

Ibn Abbas £ explained this by including statements like:
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“By Allah and by your life, O so-and-so, and by my life.”[!!
Swearing by the life of a person is a form of setting partners
with Allah.

The Prophet & said: “Whoever swears by other than Allah
has committed disbelief or shirk.”!

Buraydah “ reported that the Prophet & said: “Whoever
swears by Amanah (trust) is not from us.”’!

Abdullah ibn Umar # reported that the Prophet & heard
Umar ibn al-Khattab & swearing by his father. The Prophet
& said: “ Allah forbids you from swearing by your fathers.
Whoever wants to swear, let him swear by Allah or remain
silent.”¥!

In another narration, Umar > said: “After hearing this,
I never swore by anything other than Allah, neither
intentionally nor by quoting someone.”

Ibn Abd al-Barr (RH) said: “The scholars are agreed that
swearing by other than Allah is forbidden.”

Ibn Mas’ud # said: “I would rather swear falsely by Allah
than swear truthfully by someone other than Him.”!

This is because swearing by Allah affirms His Oneness, even if
the statement is false. But swearing by others is shirk, even if the
statement is true.

So, the importance of Tawhid is greater than the importance of

[1] Narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim in his Tafsir book (229)

[2] Narrated by At-Tirmidhi and classified it as Hasan (1535)
[3] Narrated by Abu Dawood (3253)

[4] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6646) and Muslim (3/1642)

[5] Al-Mudawwanah (1/584)
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truthfulness, and the sin of lying is lighter than the sin of shirk.

The statement of Ibn Mas'ud & also shows that minor
shirk can be more serious than major sins.

Swearing by Allah is done using words like: “Wallah,”
“Billah,” and “Tallahi.”

If someone swears by other than Allah without intending
respect, but only as a habit—like swearing by one’s arm, honor,

or mustache —this is minor shirk.

But if the oath is taken with respect and fear of the one sworn
by —like some people who fear swearing by a saint or grave
more than swearing by Allah—then this becomes major shirk.

Thisalsoincludesswearing by the Prophet &,suchas saying:
“I swear by the Prophet I did not do this,” or “I swear by
the life of the Prophet.”

All such oaths are not allowed and are forms of shirk.

The same ruling applies to saying: “I swear by my life,”
“I swear by my mother’s honor,” or “I swear by the Kaaba.”

Instead, one should say: “I swear by the Lord of the Kaaba.”

Swearing by one’s own head is also not allowed, such as
saying: “I swear by my head this did not happen.”

A Muslim should keep himself pure from every form of shirk. Be
it major or minor.
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LESSON 17
X

The Islamic Ruling on
Pessimism

Pessimism, often linked with superstitions and false
omens of the polytheists, is not accepted in Islam. Allah
mentions this attitude when describing Fir'awn and his
people, who blamed Musa (AS) and his followers for
misfortunes. Allah says:

uﬁj\;‘y)jdai wwwa,\.&Uj\;m”“;b \}
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[When good came to them, they said, “This is for us,” but
when harm came, they blamed Musa and those with him.
Surely, everything is from Allah, but most of them do not
know.] (7:131)

The Prophet & said: “Taking omens is shirk, taking omens
isshirk.”!

Taking omens (Tiyarah) was common among the Arabs. They
would look at birds like owls and crows. If a bird flew to the

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawood (3910) and Tirmidhi and he classified it as Sahih (1614)
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right, they saw it as good; if it flew to the left, they saw it as bad.

Islam cancelled this belief. The Prophet & explained that such
things have no reality.

In a hadith reported by Muawiyah bin Al-Hakam 2, he
said that some people used to take omens. The Prophet &
said that it is just something in the heart, so do not let it
stopyou."

The Prophet & said: “There is no ‘adwa (contagion), no
tiyarah (taking bad omens), no hama (belief in birds as
omens), and no Safar (belief that the month of Safar brings
badluck).”?

This means these things do not bring good or bad by themselves.

Some people still connect omens with birds like owls or crows.
Some think certain months like Safar or days like Wednesday are

unlucky. Others believe certain numbers or even certain people
bring bad luck.

These beliefs change with time and place. A person who trusts
Allah knows that benefit and harm are only in His hands, so he
does not get affected by such thoughts. But one who believes in
these things becomes trapped in them.

Superstition is having bad thoughts about Allah and expecting
harm without reason. That is why the Prophet (¥) guided
towards good thoughts instead.

The Prophet £ said: “There is no superstition, but I like
good omens.” When asked, he said: “A good word.”P!

[1] Narrated by Muslim (33/537)
[2] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5707) and Muslim (2220)
[3] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5776) and Muslim (111/2224)
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The scholars said: The Prophet &1loved optimistic words, because
thinking negatively about Allah without any valid reason is false,
whereas optimism reflects a good opinion of Him.

Anas (RA) reported: Whenever the Prophet & went out for
a need, he liked to hear someone say, “O rightly guided
one! O successful one!”!" This is an example of the kind of
good, hopeful words a person naturally likes to hear.

If a person feels such thoughts in his heart, he should say:
034 V55 Y3 05 3 el V) oz 35 3 el cizdy gk ¥ 24

(Allahumma la ya’ti bil-hasanati illa anta wa la yadfa'u as-
sayyi‘ati illa anta wa la hawla wa la quwwata illa bik.)

“O Allah, no good comes except from You, and no evil is
removed except by You. There is no power and no strength
exceptwith You.”

Imam Ahmad reported from Abdullah bin Amr (RA) that

the Prophet & said: “Whoever is stopped by an omen has
committed shirk.” They asked about its expiation, and he
said to say:

(358 A V355 ) 56 Y5 355 Y 75 Y 2l

(Allahumma la khayra illa khayruk wa la tayra illa tayruk wa la
ilaha ghayruk.)

“O Allah, there is no good except Your good, no omen
except what You decree, and there is no deity except You.”!

[1] Narrated by At-Tirmidhi and he classified it as Hasan, Sahih, Gharib (1616)

[2] Narrated by Abu Dawood (3919) and Imam Nawawi classified it as Sahih in “Riyadh
Al-Salihin” (1677)

[3] Narrated by Ahmad (7045)
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LESSON 18
X

The Islamic Ruling on
mocking the religion
or the Sunnah

Undoubtedly, belief in Allah, His Messenger %, and His religion
cannot exist together with mocking His religion, His law, or the

M

Sunnah of His Messenger &
Allah has forbidden mocking His religion, as He says:
TS PN
[Do not take Allah’s revelations as a joke.] 2:231

Because of this, Allah gave a clear ruling about those who
mocked Allah, His Messenger %, and the believers:

5035 SRS Db fodm A 255 eacslis AU i
[Say, “Was it Allah, His verses, and His Messenger that
you were mocking?” Do not make excuses—you have
disbelieved after believing.] 9:65-66
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This verse was revealed during the expedition of Tabuk.
Some hypocrites were talking among themselves and
said: “We have not seen people like these reciters —more
greedy, more lying, and more cowardly in battle.” By this,
they meant the Messenger of Allah & and his companions.
So Allah revealed this verse.

Mocking the religion is a very serious sin. Those people
tried to excuse themselves by saying;:

Ly Rty
[We were only talking and joking.] 9:65

Mockery can take many forms. For example, saying that Islamic
law is outdated shows disrespect and dislike for Allah’s law.

Mockmg also includes making fun of the Sunnah of the Prophet
&, suchas saying the beard is unnecessary or a problem for work.

It also includes mocking the Sunnah about keeping garments
above the ankles, calling it strictness or pride.

It also includes mocking the hijab, saying it limits freedom or
stops progress, and calling it backward.

It also includes making fun of scholars and reformers through
jokes or cartoons, showing them in ugly or foolish ways.

Mocking prophets and righteous people is an old practice
Allah says:

I - 3 — - BNoa = o< w PO B O
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[1] Narrated Ibn Jarir in His Tafsir Book (11/543)
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[Messengers before you were also mocked, but those who
mocked them were punished by what they used to mock.] 21:41

%o

%u)f\;:)_@)\ ga)uﬁ;.a)ﬁ J,\XUA}K /’/‘Cy G\%

[The criminals used to laugh at the believers and mock
them when they passed by.] 83:29-30

In the end, the truth will become clear. The people of
Paradise will enter it, and the people of Hell will enter it.

Allah says:
% 1559 &3 & ﬁ*f-) )J_S\A; )91@;;?‘*5} 33&%)

[That is their reward: Hell, because they disbelieved and
mocked My signs and messengers.] 18:106

A Muslim who cares about his faith should stay away from
such gatherings. Allah says:
£ 7 e 3 LbE §5 2 b0 bl G Db ol &b s b

[When you see people mocking Our verses, do not sit with
them until they change the topic.] 6:68
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LESSON 19
S

Frequently Taking Oath

Since the purpose of an oath is to confirm a statement by
mentioning the Most Honored — Allah, the Almighty — Allah has
forbidden excessive use of oaths so that His greatness remains

firm in the hearts.
Allah says:
€ S Bt
[And guard your oaths.] 5:89
Ibn Abbas (RA) said: It means, “Do not swear.”

Repeating oaths leads to breaking them often. This shows

lack of respect and failure to honor Allah.

Abu Huraira (RA) reported that the Messenger of Allah
& said: “False oaths may help sell goods, but they remove

blessings from earnings.” !

[1] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (9181) and Muslim (131/1606)
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This means a false oath may help in selling, but it takes
away barakah.

Salman # reported that the Messenger of Allah & said:
“There are three people whom Allah will not speak to, nor
look at, nor purify on the Day of Judgment, and for them is
a painful punishment: an old man who commits adultery,
a poor man who is arrogant, and a man who makes Allah a
means of trade —he buys and sells by taking oaths.”l"]

Such a person makes oaths a habit. His speech is full of oaths,
whether buying or selling. Whenever he deals, he uses oaths.
This shows weakness in Tawheed, and what is in the heart
appears in his words.

Ibrahim Nakha'i (RH) said: “In our childhood, we were strictly
prevented from giving testimony and taking oaths.”

This means the early people trained their children to avoid
oaths so that the greatness of Allah stays strong in their
hearts and they do not become careless in using oaths.

Frequent use of divorce oaths also falls under this. When a
person wants to do something, he swears by divorce. This is a
clear violation of the limits set by Allah.

Allah says:

=2 s
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[Do not take Allah’s revelations lightly.] 2:231

The revelations of Allah mean His commands and prohibitions.

[1] Narrated by Al-Tabarani in Al-Kabir (6/246), and al-Mundhiri said in At-Targhib wa
At-Tarhib (2/367): “Its narrators are reliable (trustworthy) as stated in

As-Sahih.”
[2] Al-Bukhari (3651)
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LESSON 20
S

The Islamic Ruling on
Image-Making

Allah, the Most High, praised Himself with His name “Al-
Musawwir” (the Fashioner). He says:

553, S5
[He is Allah — the Creator, the Inventor, the Shaper.] (59:24)

He also says:

5 g
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[He shaped you, perfecting your form.] (40:64)
He also says:
da @ dis a5 ade oA @ 25 & 32 6y Gy
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[O humanity! What has emboldened you against your Lord,
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the Most Generous, Who created you, fashioned you, and
perfected your design, moulding you in whatever form He
willed?] (82:6-8)

* Warning Against Imitating Allah’s Creation

Allah warned against competing with Him in this attribute.
In a sacred hadith, He says: “Who is more unjust than the
one who tries to create like My creation? Let them create a

tiny ant, or a grain, or a seed.”
The Prophet & said:

“The people who will receive the most severe punishment
on the Day of Resurrection are those who imitate Allah’s
creation.” (Agreed upon)

He & also said:

“Every image-maker will be in the Fire. For every image he
made, a soul will be created for him that will punish him in
Hell.” (Agreed upon)

And in another narration from Ibn ‘Abbas 2, raised to the
Prophet &: “Whoever makes an image in this world will be
commanded to breathe life into it, but he will not be able
to do so.”

e Types of Image-Making
Image-making is of two kinds:

*  Images of living beings (such as humans, animals, and
birds) — this is forbidden.
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*  Images of non-living things (such as trees, mountains,
and inanimate objects) — this is permissible.

e The Reason for the Prohibition of
Image-Making
o It imitates the creation of Allah.

*  Jtcanbecome a means leading to the worship of images.

The first instance of shirk (polytheism) on earth occurred because
people made images of righteous individuals for remembrance,
as happened with the people of Prophet Nuh (AS), until it

eventually led to their worship.

Among the harms of image-making is the spreading of images of

women, nudity, and immorality.

* Command to Erase Images

The Prophet & ordered that images be erased. He
once entered upon ‘Aisha %, who had covered a shelf
with a curtain containing images. His face changed (in
displeasure), then he took down the curtain and said: “The
people who will receive the most severe punishment on

the Day of Resurrection are those who make these images.”

In another narration, reported by Muslim, Abu al-Hayyaj
al-Asadi said: “Ali & said to me: “Shall I send you on the
same mission as the Messenger of Allah & sent me? Do not
leave any image without erasing it, and no raised grave

without leveling it.”
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* Different Forms of Image-Making
Image-making has various forms, including:

* Making statues (three-dimensional figures) in the
shape of humans, animals, or birds — this is forbidden
by consensus.

*  Drawing by hand, carving into stone or wood, burning
designs onto wood, weaving images with threads,
and producing images through modern technological
means.

Among these is photography. Contemporary scholars differ
regarding its ruling into two opinions:

1.  Prohibition — based on the general evidence forbidding
image-making. This view was chosen by scholars such
as Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz, members of the Permanent
Committee for Fatwa in Saudi Arabia, Muhammad
Nasir al-Din al-Albani, and Muhammad al-Amin al-
Shangiti (RH), and others. They made exceptions for
necessities and benefits, such as ID photos, pictures of
criminals for identification, and similar clear needs.

2. Permissibility — that photography is not included in
the hadiths that prohibit image-making.

* Acting with Caution

If a Muslim is unsure about a religious ruling, the safer approach
is to follow the saying of the Prophet &:“Whoever avoids
doubtful matters has protected his religion and his honor, and

whoever falls into doubtful matters falls into the unlawful.”
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* Keeping Images in the House

A Muslim should avoid keeping images in the home, because
they prevent angels from entering, as the Prophet & said: “The
angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog or images.”

It is also reported from Ibn “‘Umar > that the Messenger
of Allah & promised that Jibreel (AS) would visit him, but
he was delayed, which caused distress to the Prophet &,
When he went out and met Jibreel, he complained to him.
Jibreel said: “We do not enter a house in which there is a
dog or an image.”

e Children’s Toys

This also includes three-dimensional images in the form of
animals for children, such as teddy bears and dolls, and other
images of living beings.

We ask Allah, the Most High, to grant success and guidance to

everyone.
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LESSON 21
X

The Islamic Ruling on
Astrology

Astrology is the study of the stars, meaning drawing conclusions
about events on earth based on the positions and movements of
celestial bodies.

Astrology is divided into three types:

The First Type: This is considered disbelief by unanimous
agreement among Muslims. It is the belief that events in the
world are directly influenced by the stars and planets. This was
the belief of the Sabians, who held that planets have independent
power and control. Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was sent to refute such
people.

The Second Type: This involves linking events on earth to the
movements, alighments, and separations of the planets, while
claiming that this occurs by the will of Allah. Even so, this is still
prohibited, because Allah has not made the stars a cause for such
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events.

The Third Type: This includes studying the positions of the sun
and moon to determine the direction of the Qibla, prayer times,
seasons, and similar matters.

Some scholars disliked going deeply into such studies out of
caution, fearing excess. Others, such as Ahmad and Ishagq,
permitted it.

Qatadah (RH) said: “Allah created the stars for three
purposes: as adornment for the sky, as missiles against
devils, and as signs for guidance. Whoever seeks beyond
this has erred and wasted his effort.”!!

Allah says:
%u@ﬁ,uﬁ@;;j&@ A AN G5 s b

[We have adorned the lowest heaven with lamps and made
them missiles against devils.] (67:5)

§ S b3l i)
[And by landmarks and by the stars, people find their
way.] (16:16)

Forbidden Astrology: This includes studying zodiac signs,
predicting fortune or luck, and attributing events to constellations.
All of this is clearly prohibited.

The unseen is known only to Allah. Allah says:
%M Wl NG Gw)w\) &9%

[Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the unseen
except Allah.] (27:65)

[1] Sahih Al-Bukhari, Baab Fin Nujum (4/107)
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[He is the Knower of the unseen, and He does not disclose

it to anyone except a messenger whom He chooses.]
(72:26-27)

Allah informs His messengers of some matters of the unseen, as
He informed His Messenger %, and He protects the revelation
with angels.

Among the prohibited practices of astrology are palm reading,
interpreting patterns in coffee cups, and drawing lines in the
sand. All of these involve claiming knowledge of the unseen, and
those who practice them often deal with devils.

It is not permissible for a Muslim to consult such people or seek
their services.

The Prophet  said, as reported by Ibn Abbas :: “Whoever
learns a part of astrology has learned a part of magic; the more
he increases in it, the more he increases in magic.”"! Astrology
and magic are linked because both involve claiming knowledge
of the unseen and dealing with devils.

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawud (3905). Al-Nawawi said in Riyadh al-Salihin (1671): “Its chain of

. . .
narration is authentic.
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LESSON 22
S

Imitating Disbelievers

Imitation means adopting the beliefs, actions, dress, or other
distinguishing features of those being imitated.

Allah, the Exalted, says:

i s S A s 53 )
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[Never will the Jews or the Christians be pleased with you

until you follow their way. Say, “The guidance of Allah alone
is true guidance.” And if you were to follow their desires
after the knowledge that has come to you, you would have
neither protector nor helper against Allah.] 2:120

Ibn Kathir (RH) explained that this verse contains a clear
warning to the Ummah against following the ways of the
Jews and Christians after receiving guidance through the
Qur’an and Sunnah. We seek refuge in Allah from such
deviation."

[1] Tafsirul Quran Al-Azim (1/590)
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Allah also says:
% b S 3395 LU G et S ok 13565
[Do not be like those who split into sects and differed after
clear proofs came to them. For them is a great punishment.]
3:105

This refers to the Jews and Christians, and we are prohibited

from resembling them.

The Prophet & said: “Whoever imitates a people is one of
them.”™

Ibn Taymiyyah (RH) stated that this hadith, in its various
narrations, clearly establishes the prohibition of imitating
non-Muslims.?

Amr ibn Shu’ayb reported from his father, from his
grandfather, that the Prophet & said: “He is not one of
us who imitates others. Do not imitate the Jews or the
Christians. The greeting of the Jews is by pointing with the
finger, and the greeting of the Christians is by waving with
thehand.”t!

Ibn al-Qayyim (RH) mentioned that there are more than
one hundred evidences supporting this ruling.!!

¢ Criteria for Imitation:

Ibn Uthaymeen (RH) explained that imitation refers
to adopting what is distinctive and specific to a group.

[1] Narrated by Abu Dawud (4031). Ibn Hajar said: “Its chain is good.”
[2] Iqtida” al-Sirat al-Mustaqim (1/270).

[3] Narrated by al-Tirmidhi (no. 2695).

[4] Ahkam Ahl al-Dhimmah (2/739).
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If something is no longer exclusive to disbelievers and
has become widespread among Muslims, it is no longer
considered imitation."

¢ Scenarios of Imitation:

1.  Religious matters: Imitation in beliefs, acts of worship,
and religious celebrations is strictly prohibited.

2. Everyday matters: In matters such as clothing, if a style
is unique to disbelievers, imitation is not allowed. If it
is commonly shared and no longer distinctive, then it
is permissible.

3.  Worldly matters: In areas such as administration,
military strategy, or systems that do not contradict
Islamic teachings, imitation is not prohibited.

* Consequences of Imitation:

1.  Outward imitation leads to inward imitation: Adopting
outward practices may gradually influence beliefs and
character.

2. Hudhayfah (RA) warned against resembling others in
appearance, as it may eventually lead to resembling
them in conduct.

3. Imitation often stems from weakness, a sense of
inferiority, and admiration for others.

For this reason, Allah has guided us to follow the messengers
(peace be upon them), as they are the most worthy of being
followed.

[1] Majmu’ al-Fatawa and Rasa’il of Ibn Uthaymeen (3/47).
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Ibn Khaldun (RH) said: “The defeated always imitate the
victorious in their dress, transport, and weaponry.”!!

Imitating disbelievers gradually erodes Islamic identity and
leads to losing one’s distinctiveness. We seek Allah’s protection.

Imitating them in their religious practices is, in reality, an
approval of their false beliefs.

[1] Tarikh Ibn Khaldoun (1/184)
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LESSON 23
S

Visiting Graves: Types and
Islamic Ruling

The Prophet & said: “I had forbidden you from visiting
graves, but now visit them, for they remind you of the
Hereafter.”l!]

There are three types of visiting graves:

1. Permissible Visit: This is visiting graves to remember the
Hereafter and to make dua for the deceased. It is recommended
that one should say, as narrated from the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him):

(o833 T i 33545 589 A8 05 LB O B3 a0 258515 4K AL )
(As-salamu ‘alaykum ddra qawmin mu’minin, wa innd in sha’ Allahu
bikum lahiqun, yaghfirullahu land wa lakum.)

“Peace be upon you, O dwelling of the believers. We will,
if Allah wills, join you. May Allah forgive us and you.”"

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (23005)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (104/975)
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2. Shirk-based Visit: This includes calling upon the dead, asking
them for help, seeking benefit from them, offering sacrifices,
making vows, or going around their graves. All of this is major
shirk. We seek Allah’s protection.

3. Innovative Visit: This includes visiting graves to perform acts
of worship there, such as praying, reciting Quran for the dead,
or offering sacrifices for them. These are innovations and are
forbidden, and they lead to shirk.

Visiting graves can also become prohibited if it involves “Shadd
al-Rihal” —travelling specifically to visit a grave.

The Prophet & said: “Do not undertake a journey except
to three mosques: Al-Masjid al-Haram, Al-Masjid al-Aqgsa,
andmymosque.”!!

If someone visits the Prophet’s grave, it should be part of visiting
his mosque. One should not travel only for the grave itself. After
praying in the mosque, one may visit and send greetings to the
Prophet & and his companions (RA).

The Prophet & said: “Do not make my grave a place of
festivity, and do not turn your homes into graves. Send
blessings upon me, for your blessings reach me wherever
youare.” !

This means there is no need to go physically every time to send
blessings upon the Prophet &, they reach him from wherever a
person is.

For more detail, refer to the book Ziyarat al-Qubir
wal  Istighathah  bil-Magbir by Ibn Taymiyyah (RH).

[1] Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1995) and Muslim (1410)
[2] Narrated by Abu Dawood (2042)

90
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LESSON 24
S

Al-Tabarruk (Seeking
Blessing)

Al-Tabarruk means seeking Barakah (blessing). Barakah means
the lasting growth and increase of goodness in something.

All blessings come from Allah, and He grants them to whatever
He wills.

Allah says:
¢ badl W Bsh
[So blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.] 23:14
§ 355250 L5y

[Blessed is the Name of your Lord.] 55:78

§ 06T 5 o0 By

[Blessed is the One who sent down the Criterion.] 25:1
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& 3o s NI
[Blessed is the One in Whose Hand is the dominion.] 67:1

Allah has placed blessings in some of His creation, such as
Zamzam water, and He has made His words blessed. Allah says:

{nadidl o)

[This is a blessed Book which We have revealed to you.]
38:29

Allah also made the Sacred House (Ka’bah) a place of blessing.
Seeking blessings can be either permissible or prohibited.

Permissible Tabarruk: Seeking blessings from the Prophet &
during his lifetime was allowed. The companions & used to seek
blessings from things like his sweat, and he approved of it.

However, seeking blessings from the Prophet & after his death
is not permissible.

e Can we seek blessings from the family of
the Prophet & or from righteous people, ]ust as
blessings were sought from the Prophet &2
The answer is: No. It is not permissible to seek blessings from
anyone other than the Prophet &, and no one can be compared
to him.

If it is said: Why not?

The reply is: The Companions did not seek blessings from Abu
Bakr or Umar 2, nor from anyone else after the Prophet £, And
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it is well known that Abu Bakr and Umar # are the best of this
Ummabh after its Prophet &,

The Quran is among the greatest sources of blessing. Allah says:

[This is a blessed Book which We have revealed to you.]
38:29

The Prophet & said about Surah Al-Bagarah: “Taking it
brings blessing.” !

Permissible ways of seeking blessings also include
drinking Zamzam water, as the Prophet £ said: “Indeed,
it is blessed.”?

e Prohibited Forms of Tabarruk:

*  Seeking blessings from stones and trees, like the
practices of pre-Islamic people

*  Seeking blessings from graves of prophets or righteous
people
*  Kissing graves, touching them, or praying near them

for blessings

e  Taking soil from graves (like the soil of Karbala) for
blessings

*  Seeking blessings from the air around graves or from
the souls of the dead

*  Seeking blessings from the saliva or physical traces of
so-called saints

[1] Narrated by Muslim (252)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (132)
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All these practices are forbidden and may lead to shirk.

Abu Wagqid Al-Laythi 2 reported that when the Prophet
£ went to Hunayn, they passed a tree called Dhat Anwat,
where idolaters used to hang their weapons for blessings.
The companions said: “O Messenger of Allah, make for
us a Dhat Anwat like they have.” The Prophet (¥) said:
“Subhan Allah! This is like what the people of Musa
said: ‘Make for us a god like their gods.” By the One in
Whose Hand is my soul, you will follow the ways of
those before you.”!"!

This shows that seeking blessings from created things in this
manner can lead to shirk, because benefit and harm belong only
to Allah.

[1] Narrated by At-Tirmidhi and he classified it as Sahih (2180)
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LESSON 25
X

Making Vows to Entities
Other Than Allah

A vow is when a person binds themselves to an act of
worship that is not originally required. Such an act is not
encouraged, as the Prophet & said: “Do not make vows,
for they do not bring any good; rather, they only extract
from the miser.”!!

If a person makes a vow to obey Allah, they must fulfil it. If they

vow to disobey Allah, they must not fulfil it. Fulfilling a vow is
an act of worship for Allah, as mentioned in the Qur’an:

¢ Ddich 52 50 5 5 o b
[They fulfil their vows and fear a Day whose evil will be
widespread.] 76:7

—
~%
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[Whatever charlty you give or vow you make, Allah surely
knows it.] 2:270
[1] Narrated by Muslim (1640)
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Spending or making a vow with the intention that it is for other
than Allah is an act of shirk, because vows are acts of worship.
Making a vow to anyone besides Allah is unanimously regarded
as disobedience and must not be fulfilled.

Similarly, vows made in the name of Husayn  or the family
of the Prophet & on “Ashura—such as preparing food with the
belief that it brings healing or blessings — or during what is called
“Arbaeen,” all fall under vows made to other than Allah and
must not be fulfilled.

Likewise, going to the grave of a saint and saying, “O my master,
if my sick relative is cured or my son succeeds, I will give you
gold,” is an act of shirk. This resembles the practice of the people
of pre-Islamic ignorance, who used to make vows to trees and
stones.

All of this—may Allah protect us—is based on the belief that the
deceased can hear, know, and independently respond, which is a
form of associating partners with Allah in His Lordship and His
right to be worshipped.

Believing that the deceased has independent power or knowledge
is shirk in Lordship, and making vows to them is shirk in worship.

We ask Allah to guide everyone.
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LESSON 26
S

The obligation of believing
in destiny; both its good
and bad aspects - 1

Destiny (Qadr) is Allah’s decree for all creation, based on His
perfect knowledge and wisdom. It consists of four levels:

1. Knowledge: We believe that Allah, the Exalted, knows
everything —what has happened, what will happen, and even
what would happen if it were to occur.

2. Writing: We believe that Allah has written everything that
will take place until the Day of Judgment in the Preserved Tablet
(Lauh al-Mahfuz), as He says:

sl Sl suisd o ,urd

9% A C &\5/\3‘3
[Do you not know that Allah knows whatever is in the
heavens and the earth? Indeed, all of it is recorded in a
Book. That is easy for Allah.] 22:70
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3. Will (Mashi’ah): We believe that everything in the heavens
and the earth happens by the will of Allah. Nothing occurs
unless He wills it. Whatever Allah wills happens, and whatever
He does not will does not happen.

4. Creation (Khalq): We believe that Allah is the Creator of all
things and has full control over everything, as He, Glorified be

He, said:

§ e i I 5k i AN ﬁ/’”

[That is Allah, your Lord. There is no deity except Him, the
Creator of all things, so worship Him. And He is Disposer
of all affairs.] 6:102
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LESSON 27
S

The obligation of believing
in destiny; both its good
and bad aspects - 2

We believe that everything a person does—whether in speech,
action, or omission—is known to Allah, recorded by Him, and
that Allah has willed and created it.

Allah says:

=
]
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[For whoever among you chooses to follow the straight

path. But you cannot will unless Allah, the Lord of all
worlds, wills.] 81:28-29

4250 e A K e Al 4a fy
[If Allah had willed, they would not have fought one
another, but Allah does whatever He wills.] 2:253
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[While Allah created you and what you do.] 37:96

At the same time, we believe that Allah has given people the
ability to choose, and their actions come from their own will.

Allah says:

FEE5E

[So approach your wives as you wish.] 2:223

¢35 ALz W §5p
[Had they truly intended to go forth, they would have
prepared for it.] 9:46

EejsEdfalz b

[For whoever among you chooses to move forward or stay
behind.] 74:37

Allah commands and forbids the servant, which shows that the
servant has ability, choice, and will.

The doer of good is praised for his actions, and the wrongdoer
is blamed for his wrongdoing. If a person had no choice or will,
praising the good would have no meaning, and punishing the
wrongdoer would be unjust. Allah is far above injustice and
arbitrariness.

So, by the grace of Allah, there is no contradiction between
Allah’s decree and creation, and the servant’s actions and choice.
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LESSON 28
X

The obligation of believing
in destiny, both its ood and
bad aspects - 3

In continuation of what we mentioned in the previous lesson:

We say: Destiny is Allah’s hidden secret within His creation.
It has not been disclosed to any angel brought near or to any
prophet sent.

The divine law, however, is clear to anyone who seeks it in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. Therefore, it is not permissible for a
sinner to use destiny as an excuse for disbelief or disobedience,
because a person commits sin by his own choice, without
knowing that Allah had decreed it for him.

No one knows Allah’s decree before it occurs. Allah says:
FUE CLSEBL LB &% s

[No soul knows what it will earn tomorrow.] 31:34
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If someone uses destiny to justify disbelief or sin, we say to him:
You know that Allah has forbidden disbelief and sin through the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. Yet you did not know that this act was
decreed for you before you committed it. So why did you not
choose righteousness and then invoke destiny in its favour?

This clearly shows that such a person is merely following his
desires.

We further say to the one who argues with destiny:

If someone were to strike you, take your property, and walk
away, would you excuse him by saying, “This was destined”?
If he claimed, “I did this by Allah’s decree,” would you accept
it? Or would you become angry, demand justice, and strive to
recover what was taken from you? Undoubtedly, you would not
accept such an excuse.

So how can a person invoke destiny to justify disobedience to
Allah, yet refuse to accept it when it concerns his own rights?

We also say:

If you intended to travel to a certain place and were told that one
route is dangerous and difficult while another is safe and easy,
you would certainly choose the safer path. You would not take
the dangerous route and then say it was destined. If you did,
people would consider you irrational.

Using destiny as an excuse for sin—evading responsibility and
rejecting the call of the messengers —is the way of the polytheists.
Allah, the Exalted, says:

’:
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[The polytheists will say, “Had Allah willed, neither we nor
our forefathers would have associated others with Him or
declared anything unlawful.” Likewise, those before them
denied the truth until they tasted Our punishment. Say,
“Do you have any knowledge that you can present to us?

You follow nothing but assumption, and you do nothing
but guess.”] 6:148

Thus, Allah makes it clear that their argument based on destiny
has no foundation; it is nothing but conjecture and confusion.
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LESSON 29
X

Engaging in sacrificial
rituals for beings other than
Allah is a form of shirk

Sacrifice is one of the greatest acts of worship. Allah, the Exalted,
says:
§ 525 2
[So pray and sacrifice to your Lord "alone’.] 108:2

The essence of sacrifice is to offer what Allah has provided,
shedding blood as an act of devotion and drawing closer to Him.
Allah says:

& 5o SETAE S5 G Y5 @R A g S
[Neither their meat nor their blood reaches Allah; rather, it
is your piety that reaches Him.] 22:37

Allah is free of all needs. He does not require sacrifice; rather,
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it is we who seek His reward. Drawing near to Allah through
sacrifice takes different forms, such as Udhiyah (the Eid sacrifice),
Qurbani, Agiqah (for a newborn), and Nadhr (a vowed sacrifice).

The Prophet & himself offered one hundred camels during
his Hajj, personally slaughtering sixty-three of them. Because
sacrifice holds such a high status, directing it to anyone other
than Allah—just like prayer or supplication—is an act of shirk.

Allah says:

§ Gl o5 & gl o5 s 285 35 ) B
[Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my life, and my
death are all for Allah, the Lord of all worlds.] 6:162
AR
[He has no partner.] 6:162-163

Just as Allah has no partner in prayer, He has no partner in

sacrifice.

The Prophet & said: “Allah curses the one who sacrifices
for other than Allah.” [

So whoever sacrifices for other than Allah has exposed himself to
the curse of Allah —and we seek refuge in Allah.

Examples of prohibited sacrifices include offering an animal in
the name of a saint or dedicating it to anyone besides Allah. Even
if “Bismillah” is recited, it does not make it permissible.

Allah says:

[1] Narrated by Muslim (1978)
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[He has only forbidden you carrion, blood, the flesh of

swine, and that which has been slaughtered in the name of
other than Allah.] 16:115

Other prohibited forms include dedicating sacrifices to members
of the Prophet’s family or specific individuals, such as practices
found among some groups who dedicate sacrifices to Abbas or
Husayn. All such acts are unlawful and fall under shirk.

Another prohibited practice is slaughtering an animal upon the
arrival of a ruler as a gesture of reverence.

Al-Nawawi (RH) said: “Shaykh Ibrahim al-Marwazi, one
of our companions, mentioned that what is slaughtered
upon the arrival of a ruler, as a means of drawing close
to him, was declared impermissible by the scholars of

Bukhara, because it is something slaughtered for other
than Allah, the Exalted.” ™

Similarly, slaughtering an animal at the entrance of a new house
to ward off jinn is forbidden. This is also a form of directing
sacrifice to other than Allah.

Another example is when a person recovers from illness and an
animal is slaughtered in their honour —at their doorstep or upon
arrival —without any intention that they will eat from it. The sole
purpose is to shed blood out of reverence for that individual.
This is strictly forbidden, because sacrifice is an act of worship
that must be devoted to Allah alone.

[1] Sharh Sahih Muslim (11/342)
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Sacrificing for jinn—whether instructed by a sorcerer or done to
remove harm or recover lost items—is also prohibited and is a
form of shirk. We seek Allah’s protection from such practices.

It is also not permissible to slaughter animals at places or
occasions associated with the festivals of polytheists, as this

promotes or imitates their practices.

Any animal slaughtered in the name of other than Allah is
unlawful to consume.
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LESSON 30
S

Muhammad &,
The Final Messenger

Listen, O Muslim brother:

*  Belief in the message of Muhammad & includes firm
conviction that he is the Seal of the Prophets, and that
no prophet will come after him.

e Allah, the Exalted, says:

§ =386 A 05 95 NG s 22 U 2 306 B
[Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is
the Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the Prophets.] 33:40

The Prophet & said: “I am al-‘Aqib (the last), after whom
there will be no prophet.”[!

He & also said: “There will arise in my Ummah thirty
liars, each claiming prophethood, yet I am the Seal of the

[1] Narrated by Muslim (124/2354)
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Prophets — there is no prophet after me.”!"

He & said: “I have been granted distinction over the
prophetsinsixmatters...and Iam theSeal of the Prophets.” !

These clear and decisive texts establish that Muhammad & is the
final prophet, and that prophethood has come to its completion
with him.

Whoever believes that a prophet will come after Muhammad
2% has fallen into disbelief, and his faith is invalid. Those who
falsely claimed prophethood after him—such as Musaylimah

al-Kadhdhab, al-Aswad al-‘Ansi, and Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
Qadiani—are all false claimants and disbelievers.

The Qadiani sect and its adherents constitute a disbelieving
group, outside the fold of Islam and the Muslim community, as
affirmed by the unanimous agreement of scholars in our time.

As for the previously mentioned hadith —“There will arise in my
Ummabh thirty liars...” —its meaning, and Allah knows best, is
that these claimants will not appear alone; rather, they will be
supported by followers, strength, and organized support—not
merely individuals making isolated claims to prophethood.

With this, the lessons come to their conclusion. We ask Allah, the
Exalted, to grant us knowledge that is beneficial, and to increase
us in knowledge, righteous action, and steadfastness. Ameen.

May Allah send His peace and blessings upon our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his family and all his companions.

[1] Narrated by Ahmad (22395) and Abu Dawood (4252)
[2] Narrated by Muslim (5/523)
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For any feedback on the translation, please contact us
at:al.tasdid01@gmail.com



